ts 


10M EEE EE EE EE EEEIEE E KEE IE EIE IEE 16 IE IE JE IE FEFE E HE HE 
* INDIANA SINCLAIR-TIMEX USERS GROUP NEWSLETTER * 
CEE HE HEHE HE HH HE HE HE HE HE IEEE HI HE HE HH HHH HE EE E 


December 1986 Editor-Frank Davis 


NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Users Group ISTUG; will be at the 
home of Paul Holmgren, the Mad Programmer, as he is known to his 
Friends, His address is 5231 Wilton Wood Ct,, Indianapolis, IN. 
$6254, The meeting will start at 1:36 PM on January 24, 19387, 
For those needing directions, give Paul a call at .317-299-6662. 

This meeting will center around the topic of using a modem 
with your computer in order to communicate with other users or 
with computer bulletin boards, We will discuss the software 
available and how to use it so that telecommunicating can be an 
enjoyable and inexpensive use of your computer, IF you have some 
Questions or difficulties with modems pr software for. .them...,. 
this will be an excellent time to get this taken -care of, IF 
time permits we will also touch on the subject. af the use of 
databases on the Timex and the Sinclair Computers, 

There will be an added bonus at the next few meetings For 
those who attend, We will be giving out door prizes to someone 
ot each meeting, The retail price of -these computer related 
items will be worth more than the price of your membership to 
you, The reason we are doing this is very simple, we enjoy 
having more people at these meetings, This is because each of 
you has something to give that I and all will benefit from, The 
more members who attend, the more computer experience and 
knowledge we all have to pick From, So do your very best to 
Attend, and bring a friend or an acquaintance, By the way I was 
recently asked if it was okay to have spouses to attend, and the 
answer is yes, The same applies to Children old enough to have 
an interest in the computers, 

Officers of the club are not pisces for door prizes, 


.2ND ANNUAL MIDWEST TIMEX-SINCLAIR COMPUTERFEST 

The next Computer Fest is Fast approaching us and I want to 
take some time to tell each and everyone of you about it. [Ft 
Will end up being the biggest event for_ the users. of our 
computers for the year 1987 and I say that with an absolute lack 
of modesty. 

This Fest will be held on May 2nd and the 3rd at the 
Holiday Inn-North, Indianapolis, Indiana 46248. This inn if a 
Holidome-a complete, full service hotel facility incorporating 
the Finest in guest rooms, meeting and banquet facilities, It 
Features a complete, on-premises indoor recreation center, This 


includes a large heated pool, Jacuzzi, separate men's and 
women’s saumas, billiards, ping pong, putting green, Wide screen 
TV, ete, But the main reason you will want to go to this event 


is that most, if not all, of the Timex, Sinclair and QL dealers 
GF the nation and Canada will be there, You will get a chance to 
see all of the hardware and software, IN PERSON! 

The Inn is located right off of I-465 north OF 
Indianapolis and is anly a short drive from the airport, The 
Holiday Inn has a bus, van and a station wagon For shuttle 
service to the airport, When you get into town give them a call 
and they will be over to pick you up, 


For those of you that For whatever reason decide you need 
a cab From the airport, the fare is between $13 “and $15, which 
isa cheaper than the $35 that was charged by cabbies for the 
Fest we held last year in Cincinnati, Ohio, That was one of the 
very few points that was not ideal in our 1986 Fest. 

The schedule for the Midwest Timex-Sinclair Computer Fest 
is as follows, On May the 1st at 8 PM there will be a banquet, 
The way one gets invited to this banquet is by one oF several 
ways; work as a volunteer on the T-S Computer Fest Committee 
(and we do need some more assistance), attend the Fest as an 
active worker for a User Group that has a table at the Computer 
Fest, or as a Vendor of hardware and software displaying at the 
Fest, What are the advantages of going to this banquet? This 
banquet is only open to the above and will be attended by all of 
your favorite programmers, hackers and writers, along With the 
many vendors to whom we owe a lot of the continued interest in 
our computer line, There is a separate charge for this working 
banquet, It Will be announced at a later date, This banguet will 
give us a chance to answer any questions about the show and 
Facilities for the vendors in a relaxed atosphere, l 

The schedule for the 2nd of May -will consist of the doors 
cpening for the Fest at 9 AM and being ‘open “till 4 PM. The 
seminars and lecture schedule will run From 18 AM till 5 PM that 
day, i . 

The 3rd of May the doors will open up at 9 AM and remain 
open till § PM. The Lectures and seminars will run from 18 AM 
till 4 PM on Sunday, On both days in a separate area we will 
have tables set up so that those attending will be able to Swap 
and Flea market used hardware, software and computer 
publications, This iS open to non-vendors and no pirating of 
software will be allowed, It will be okay to exchange public 
domain software and Freeware, along with the customary handling 
of shareware, There will be no charge “For this, but it iis 
expected that no one attempt to hog the area for the entire time 
Period; we ask for all to be given a chance at this area, 

The price of admission to all of this is very modest, For 
those wishing to pre-register for the Fest the charge is $4 for 
añ individual and $7 for a Family up till 3-38-87. AFter this 
date and at the door the price is $6 for an ‘individual and $2 
for a Family, Make all checks out to the Midwest Timex-Sineclair 
Computer Fest, When writing about the Fest be sure to write 
very legibly, type or use a word processor, We had ‘some people 
last year whose name and address we could not make out From 
their handwriting, and we were unable to respond to them due to 
this, 1 don’t want someone getting upset over something as smal1 
as this, When writing tell us how many you expect in a Family 
group and if you wish to have your pre-registration confirmed 
then enclose a SASE. Send your check to the Midwest 
Timex-Sinclair Computer Fest, c/o Frank Davis, 513 East Main St, 
Peru, IN 46978. 

The price at the Holiday Inn is a flat rate of $52 for a 
room regardless of the number of people in the party, Thiz is a 
commercial rate and below the usual price ,-To get this rate you 
must mention that you are attending the Midwest Timex-Sinclair 
Computer Fest, The phone number is 317-872-9796 to make your 
reservation, IF you know you are going then I suggest you book 
Barly, The long distance number is 1-880-HOLIDAY. 


Other Inns in the direct area of the Fest include the 
Following along with their phone numbers: 


1) Dillon Inn 1-804-253-7385, 1-317-875-7676 
23 Doliar Inn 1-317-872-8588 
3) Drury Inn 1-888-325-8380, 1-317-876-9777 


4) Red Roof Inn 1-888-848-7878, 1-317-872-3839 

5). Signature Inn 1-808-822-5252, 1-317-875-5456 

43 Embassy Suites 1-898-362-2779, 1-317-872-7788 

This gives a vast choice for motel accommodations, [fF there 
are any questions that I have not already covered on the Fest 
send me a SASE or leave a message con our ISTUG BBS at 


1-317-87%8-390BJ. 


COMPUTING TIPS 


Have you been using your computer so much that you notice 
that the keyboard characters are growing Faint? Or perhaps you 
just want to prevent that from happening in the first place, The 
solution is easy, apply a thin coating of clear finger nail 
polish over the keys, Be careful not to apply too much and mot 
to let it drip over the edges and all should be okay, It should 
last a long time without needing another application, 

Many of you may have heard that the. aone Chip that you 
cannot Find a replacement for in your TS2868 when it goes out is 
the SELD (stands for Standard (Cell Logic Device), This is the 
heart and the brain of the TS2668. IF it goes out you can either 
send it in to TIMEX for repair or you can send to C.A.T.S., P.O, 
Box 725, Bladensburg, MD 28718, They do happen to have a limited 
supply of these at the price of $268 each, postage and insurance 
included, or 3 or more of them for $18 each, You will also need 
to get hold of a JEDEC 68 conductor mount socket (make sure it’s 
a plastic socket and not a ceramic socket) which will cost you 
about $12 For the socket, These may be obtained from Electronics 
Plus, 964858 Baltimore Blvd., College Park, MD 207489, and the 
Phone number is 381-441-7007. You may be able to get it cheaper 
locally. You need to have had some experience at electronicos tu 
do this and make sure you use a small soldering iron and not in 
a hurry, IF you depend on your TS294828 the way I do, or just wane 
to set the parts aside for the future, then jump on this offer, 

While on the phone with Tom Bent today he told me that in 
about a month from now he Will be offering through Tom -Woods _a 
new Non Volatile Ram cartridge in kit Form, This will be set up 
For 64K as opposed to their present board which is only 32K. You 
may also piggyback the ram chips and make it a 128K NUM! What a 
great way to add memory that never forgets to your computer, The 
kit will not include the ram chips, which you may buy from them 
or from your own source, It will be priced at around $46, This 
is quite a bargain, The 33K cartridge up tiil recently was 
selling for $189 in finished form, and is Presently for sale at 
$69. 

an excellent source of support for those who are 7x8i or 
TSiga@ Users is ARCTAN COMPUTER VENTURES, 1. Foxwell Square, 
Southfields, Northhampton NN3 SAT, England. They offer software 
and a magazine exclusively for those computers, Write to them 
for complete information and prices, It is a good idea to send 
along an International reply coupon which may be obtained from 
your local Post Office, in order to cover postage, ALL reports 
on their service have been excellent, 


THE PROGRAM 
by Basil Wentworth 


Here's a program that lets you generate a screen display in 
BIG letters--each letter is 3x3 times the normal size, The LIST 
ing given is for the Zx81/TS18008. 

Use of the program is very straightforward--just write thea 
text you want in Lines 19, 20, 30, etc., with RETURN as Lines 
15, 25, 35. etc, Each line is limited to no more than ið 
characters, and the screen doesn't have room For more than 5 
lines of text, ; 

A coding chart is included, to make it easier for you to 
follow the squiggles for the ZX81 program, 

One application for the program could be to display the 
following message: 

19 LET T$="INTRUDER” 

15 RETURN 

28 LET T$="DETECTED” 

25 RETURN 

38 PRINT>>"POLICE BEING NOTIFIED" 
49 STOP ; 

Leave your monitor in some conspicuous place when you go 
out For the evening, and any burglar seeing it will follow one 
of the three options described below, 

Ty He might take the message at its face value, and get 
out pronto, : ¢ 

as He might spend so much time analyzing the program that 
he'11 still be there when you get home, and you might Find such 
a computer fan a congenial friend, 

3. He might just steal your whole computer set-up, 

Or he (or she) might do something entirely different--you 
never can tell with burglars, 

Or if you have a friend named Daniel visiting your den, try 
MENE MENE TEKEL UPHARSIN, if you can handle Babylonian script, 
If you do, nobody will accuse you of lion, 


NOTE: 

by Carol Davis 
The listing for the above program is on the next page, In 
a future newsletter we will include the TS 2648 version, Also 
attached are the instructions for the modification of the 
Westridge 26056 Modem, courtesy of Paul Holmgren, Detailed 
instructions for the Similar modification of the TS 2949 Printer 

Will be included in the near future, 


WORKING LUNCHEON 

We are going to have a meeting and working luncheon for 
those whe Will be working on the 1987 Midwest Timex-Sinclair 
Computer Fest, All who are intersted should plan to attend, and 
if unable to make it let me or Paul Holmgren know about it by 
dropping us a line or leave a message on IS5TUG’s BBS at 
1-317-898-3993. We do need a bit more assistance on this event, 
Tt will be held at the Holiday Inn-North off oF 1-465, 3858 
CePauw Blvd,, Indianapolis, The date is January 31 at 1:38 PM, 

This is located near the Pyramids, 
Frank Davis-Editor 
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. How to turn off the Juice. 
EGTTOH Paul Holmgren 


; ; : hat ; E 

o oi . This modification adds an on/off switch 

| i L and a pilot light to the Westridge 

¡Pd a e 2050 MODEM. I made these changes to my 
This is y ad “4d modem as well as a simular addition 
the mire to cyt le | to the 2040 printer. 
and wire to the if | GUT HERE 
or Cate Eaten: cache The drawing to the left shows both 

a a pele pasta” sides of the circuit board you need 
j — 
; i @ to work on. 


You need a double pole/single throw mini switch, if thats not handy then a 
double pole/double throw will do. Most any LED will work, also a resister about 
5K. It will prevent blowing the LED as well as controling it's brightness, the 
lower the resisters value the brighter the LED. 


I placed the switch in the back panel and the LED in the front panel near the 
word MODEM. Since the panels are loose it's easy to drill the holes. 


Examine the drawing; note that you are going to work on both sides of the 
circuit board. You are going to cut/remove a wire from the top of the board and 
cut 1 trace on the bottom of the board. The rest is just wiring in the switch 
and LED. 


When I got this idea I soon figured that turning off the 9V. supply wasn't 
enough. So I found the 5V. feed from the computer and control that also. 


Lets work on the top side first. The ribbon cable that plugs into the computer 
bus carries the 5V. to the modem on lead 1. It's jumpered. The boards that are 
stencled label it L3. It's right where the drawing shows it. Cut it, remove and 
remove the pieces. Wire in the same holes one half of the switch. The drawing 
has a X showing the cutting action. Thats the wire and it's position on my 
MODEM. 


NOw the 9V. and LED. The power jack is that black thing next to the phone jack. 
You're going to cut 1 trace on the bottom of the circuit board on the power 
jack. The drawing shows the heavy power traces. The lighter lines show where 
you will connect 2 wires for the LED. In series with one of the wires connect 
the 5K raqnge resister. If at first the LED doesn't work simply reverse the 
wires on the LED. If it's still dark try reducing the resisters value. But 
things should work out. Right? Now wire across the trace you cut. This will 

go to the other side of the switch. 


Button everything up and test it out. By following these directions you should 
end up as lucky as I did, it worked right for me the first time/ 


